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The German Agitation Continued

Warning to Germany:
Letter from M. Georges Bonnet to Herr von Ribbentrop

(July 1-30,  1939)

No.  149

NOTE by M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs, on his
interview with COUNT VON WELCZECK, German Ambassador in Paris

JiUy 1, 1939.

I HAVE just received a visit from the German Ambassador, whom
I had asked to see me this morning.

It was all the more desirable to see him in that M. Coulondre
had informed me that a rumour was current in Berlin to the effect
that, in the course of his recent stay in Berlin, Herr von Ribbentrop
had instructed the Ambassador to inform me that Germany had
decided to seize Danzig.

I therefore began by listening attentively to Count von Welczeck,
who spoke to me to the following effect:

"It is only three days since I returned to Paris. In the course
of my recent stay in Germany, I saw Herr von Ribbentrop in his
country house, for he is unwell. We had a talk together about Polish
intentions. Herr von Ribbentrop made serious complaints about
the ill-treatment to which Germans are subjected in Poland. He
considers that there are two parties in Poland. One, the more reason-
able, realizes that a war between Poland and Germany would very
rapidly end in the defeat of Poland. To be sure, the Poles may
entertain the hope that a subsequent victory of France and Great
Britain, after the latter have come to their aid, would re-establish
them in their rights; but meanwhile they would have suffered the
devastation of war and they would have had enemy soldiers quartered
among them for months or years, which is never very pleasant. Side
by side with this reasonable party, however, there is the party of
hot-heads, who are often in the pay of foreign agents. Above every-
thing else they want, for ideological reasons, to overthrow the
National-Socialist regime. They are ready for any rash action, they
ill-treat the Germans, and they have war always in view."

The Ambassador does not think, however, that things will take a
tragic turn. He proposes to stay in Paris for the. next three months,
and then go deer-stalking in Hungary. Nevertheless, Herr von
Ribbentrop considers that incidents may lead to war between Poland
and Germany at any moment. Such a war would be extremely